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“WASHINGTON = President ‘Reagan’s ~supporters ’
depict the United States as a pitiful, belpless giant in
Central America. trying to fight communist treachery, :
25 Ope pats it. “With ooe 'hand tied behind its back™
That is what will happen, thev:say, if CongressTuts -
- off-anoney w support -a secret wvar-against the deftist -
* congressional debate .over icaragua is-quitestifier-
-society try to fight= controversial, covert wae?? -7 -
3n fact debate has raised Tmresolved issves.about
-presigential  and secretwars that havehaunted '
tbeigztion smee the tragedyat the Bay of Pigsin Cuba
“in o T e R A Dt SOeE
Ray Cline, formerbead of intelligence for the Sta
. Departrent. .argues that Reagap ‘should:be :abje 10
wage 2 Secret war. gainst the Sandintstas, and 1oapgy |
oth_erm\;amgmce.specnahstssagreem ENCEE RS S

P2

| *We have to:GoInter F T ST v T |

: s operate -secretwwars,” |
Clipe said. “We have 1o beiable to ‘counter them at |
their own game, Wit the"omty Kinds of etbods that |

Former CLA Di ‘Stansfield Torper disagrees.
1t was, be has written, 2 “mistake” forthe CIA to get
iyvolved ip Nicaragua. ; 07 - R -
" Turper argves that the essons of modernchistory, in !
apage of instanticommunication, prove that ;a-demo-

. cratic society-canmot rengage “tn covert ~intetligence-
operations that might be :politically .coptroversial,
becanse they ipevitdbly “will be:-exposed ;and thus

Some covert activities :might be’ justified, Turper
said becanpse they would have broad:public:support i
_-exposed, “but the Nicaragua -operation is ot wpe of -

“The congressional Oebate-over covertaction in Nie-
aragua DOW BOES far ‘bevond the -question of whether
Reagan violated the law ‘by secretly supporting anti-
Sandinista gverrillas, the issve initially raised by
members of the House-Intellipence Commitiee. - -

~ Reagan’s policies challeaged % ..
_ Today many in Congress — mostly Democrats but
.also'z few Republicans — .are chalienging Reagan’s”.
. hard-line policies in Central Atnerica across the board. .
and seeking to restrict them.. <, - T S UYL
And they are raising -basic questions about-covert |
action by the CIA. Such guestions have torptheagency =
apart” with internal power struggles in-recent years
. mm to do ww' ;:Jf..i'ii-'-s«;-r.-::.;__ uT -
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Congressional critics say they don't want to Tnle out
covert .iptelligence activities but “would sharply
restrict themm - » '

The con jonal mnove to cut-off aid fo the Nicara-
gnxnrebdshasbeencastinmof:preven&ngthe
Reagan administration .from ‘wiolating ‘the law.
_Beneath the surtace, it basbeen Touch mare than that
‘Intelligence commitiees disggree

“In a party-line vote, the Bonse Intelligence Commit-
‘tee -swhich .is :coptrolied by DemocTats, approved ‘&
-resolution Tuesday “to prohibit United States support
or military or paramilitary operations in N”mragu_a;"

at Jeas: until the end of Septexnber, leaving ‘the it
mate fate of Reagan's -COvert program up in the air.
As part ‘of 2 compromise, the -comumittee .aiso
demanded a report by the-end of September :on’
Reagan’s objectives in Central Amenca. S
" -in the ‘House committee, the RATTOW argmment was
that ‘Reagan has igpored = jonal mandate of
last” December -forbidding ‘US. support for -efforts.to
“However, members -0f \the ~committee did pot dis-
cuss their move in terms of Jegalities. ‘Trey-discussed -
it in termos .of opposition.to.Reagan'’s .overall Central
Arperican.policies. - . .- St e
Fupdamentally, Democrats.io Congress ‘believe
Reagan is;trying to ‘win militarily i Central Armenica
because be -sees the struggle primarily in military
Nor did Reagan cast the argument in legalistic
_ terms in ‘an_interview with “White House correspor-
dents Wedpesday. He pictured the Nicaraguan rebels
.as ~treedom fighters” and argoed, -esseptially, that the
United States st support those Who oppose dictato-
\ The gebate also centers opthe issve of whether the
_president shouid be $ree to ‘60 what be thinks is
pecessary :if be believes the natfion’s-security is at
.stake. - ..o S T
#:7, Theclearest statement of Reagan's attitude on this -
¥ question -came two weeks .ago from- White House "
. .counselor Edwin Meese III, who told reporters: :

Lo g8 ¥

e e the respomsibility of the president to conduct ;

foreign policy; limitations on that by Congress are

improper, as far as I'm concerned.”

\

U.S. disputeirages over secret wars
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